THE    STAR-SPANGLED    MANNER
I left him, feeling him to be so extremely sincere
(though misguided) that I would not write about him.
However, a few days later I learnt that he had appar-
ently lent his support to a practice as unpleasant as
any of the things he suppresses: i.e., the dispatch of
decoys to the parks and subways, charged with in-
structions to encourage others to accost them. The
fact that the decoys are usually accompanied by
police officers seems to me a reflection on the police
force rather than an exculpation of the Society. We
occasionally adopt the same revolting procedure in
England and as long as I can hold a pen I shall
continue to protest against it.
It is for the above reason alone that I present the
discreet and genial figure of Mr. Sumner in this
light.
And now let us turn from the contemplation of
Mr. Sumner to the contemplation of certain institu-
tions which appear to have escaped his notice.